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By Nisbet, H. B. in Kant's political writings, Cambridge, 1971.
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ABSTRACT

This study sheds light on the rationality and scientific thinking of Fouad Zakaria,
and some other significant problems that have dramatic impact on the theoretical
and practical levels of the current situation of the Arab world. The study also
examines other matters in the contemporary Arabic thought, particularly those
related to mind activity and the challenge of its applications and roles in the Arab
society. The study pays special attention to the conceptual philosophical aspect
for those who are looking for a general idea about the Arab rational thought in

general, and of Zakaria, particularly.

This study was included four chapters and one conclusion, The first chapter talked
about the contemporary Arab thought, the second chapter talked about the
rationality in Fouad Zakaria vision, the third chapter talked about the scientific
thinking in Fouad Zakaria vision,and The fourth chapter and last talked about the

features which distinguish Fouad Zakaria thought.

The researcher views that the rational of Fouad Zakaria has been interfered by the
third rational trends: critic, scientific, and liberal likewise .As Fouad Zakaria view
to the fact has been based on the scientific and real basics, nor subjectivity,
ideological and metaphysics, and it doesen't base on theoretical basics, but based
on pluralism, and this showed clearly through his discussion for the authorities of

political islam, culture, and scientific thinking.
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This study concluded that overall direction and often in the writings of Fouad
Zakaria is rational believer in the importance of critical thinking in an effort to
make the philosophy of human service tool of various kinds of their demanding
philosophy linked to the telling sign of careful link between mind and society
indicating the great role played by the mind in political, social and thinking, this

forms sending of the mental enlightment movement in Arabic communities.

Findings show that Zakaria’s rationality was interfered by critical, scientific and
liberal rationality trends likewise. Moreover, Zakaria’s viewpoint of reality has
been established on realistic and scientific bases rather than doctrinal, invisible or
self ones. Reality, according to him, isn’t based on theoretical foundations.
Rather, it is based on rational foundations as is clearly stated throughout his

discussions of the Islamic politics.

Findings have also show that Zakaria was influenced by a number of western
thinkers such as Francis Bacon who laid the criteria of good science. Bacen’s
influence on Zakaria is manifested in the fields of scientific thinking and the
absolute belief in science, which forms the only means to solve problems. Zakaria
was also influenced by Baruch Spinoza in terms of the full separation between
human science and divine inspiration. In his attempt to make a compromise
between philosophical and scientific views, on the one hand, and the religious
view, on the other, Zakasria was deeply influenced by philosopher Gottfried
Leibniz. Zakaria was also dramatically influenced by Friedrich Albert Lange in
terms of the full right of philosophy to stand by science. For Lange, all attempts to
dispense with philosophy to science have failed. Zakaria’s influence by Herbert
Marcuse is obvious when it comes to the heritage hypothesis. According to
Herbert, the relationship between old and new should be controversial as the new
eliminates the old as it surpasses it, but at the same time it maintains it as it is one

of its constituents.

It is also quite obvious that Zakaria was influenced by Jerome Stolnitz, who
believes that philosophical and aesthetic research on art issues is valuable as it
increases our interest in the art subjects, and deepens our understanding of them.
Such relation also opens new horizons for critics and readers to look at the art

fields. As far as racial prejudice is concerned, it is rather obvious that
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Zakaria was heavily influenced by Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, who believes

that noble and senior people don’t hate others, and never fanaticize them.

Furthermore, this study aims at attracting attention to the Arab rationality and its
trends, and the scientific thinking, including its primary features and the obstacles
encountering it from the viewpoint of Zakaria, who is, according to the author,

among the nearest philosophers whom they studied the matters.



